SEASON OF CREATION 2023

b f

& Let Justice
%g and Peace Flow
_— Season of Creation 2023

. A Mighty River
Dear Brothers and Sisters Amos 5: 24

Prophet Amos (5:24) cries out: “.... let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing
stream!” We are called to join the river of justice and peace, to accept that climate and ecological
justice issues, matter, and to speak out with and for communities most impacted by climate
injustice and the loss of biodiversity.

As People of God, we must work together on behalf of all Creation, in prayer and action. We must
strive to be this mighty river that preserves creation God has entrusted to us.

We celebrate the Season of Creation from 15t September to 4" October. We are summoned to join
the convention by reflecting on the river of justice, not only for humanity but for all creation.
Justice, aligned with peace, calls us to repent of our ecological sins, change our attitudes and
actions.

Righteousness demands that we live in peace, and not in conflict with creation. “Shalom” involves
not only the absence of conflict but a positive, life-giving relationship with God, ourselves, society,
and all creation. The Pastoral Plan invites us to consider the environment as part of God’s
creation. It is our Christian obligation to take action to heal the damage already visible through
natural disasters. We need to care for the environment, by using the earth’s scarce resources
responsibly and carefully, reducing the use of non-degradable items, undertaking recycling, and
appreciating the beauty of environment (2019:58). We must advocate a Gospel of Life to all
creation.

We begin by reflecting on the cross. A cross is a symbol of harmony, our interconnectedness with
creation. Pope Francis says that just as the heartbeat of babies in the womb are in harmony with
that of their mothers, so we can sense the maternal heartbeat of the earth. He calls justice to
renew our relationship with God, with each other and with creation and with ourselves. We are
interconnected with all of life (LS 66).

As we begin this Season, let us reflect on the river of justice, flowing and welling up from within
each one of us, flowing out to touch every heart, giving life to humans and creation. As God’s
people, we must join forces to work together, as a Synodal people, taking care of each other and
our environment. Letting justice and peace to rule us.

These reflections are offered to the local Church — parishes, schools, sodalities, prayer groups as
an aide to deeper reflection, sharing, and action during the Season of Creation.

Compiled by: Departments of Ecumenism, Christian Formation, Commission for Justice &
Peace, and Laudato Si Movement (SA).

Resources:

Laudato Si' (24 May 2015) | Francis (vatican.va)
Laudato Si' Action (laudatosiactionplatform.orq)
www.catholicclimatecovenant.org/resources/laudato-si;
www.laudatosi.org/laudato-si/laudato-si-movement
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https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/
http://www.catholicclimatecovenant.org/resources/laudato-si
http://www.laudatosi.org/laudato-si/laudato-si-movement

OPENING AND CLOSING PRAYER:

Opening Prayer (Laudato Si Prayer)

Creator of All,

From your communion of love life sprung forth like a mighty river and the whole cosmos came into
being.

On this Earth of overflowing love, the Word was made flesh and went forth with the life-giving
waters proclaiming peace and justice for all creation.

You called human beings to till and keep your garden.

You placed us into right relationship with each creature, but we failed to listen to the cries of the
Earth and the cries of the most vulnerable.

We broke with the flowing communion of love and sinned against you by not safeguarding the
conditions for life.

We lament the loss of our fellow species and their habitats, we grieve the loss of human cultures,
along with the lives and livelihoods that have been displaced or perished, and we ache at the sight
of an economy of death, war, and violence that we have inflicted on ourselves and on the Earth.
Open our ears to your creative, reconciling and sustaining Word that calls to us through the book
of Scripture and the book of creation.

Bless us once again with your life-giving waters so that the Creator Spirit may let justice and
peace flow in our hearts and overflow into all creation.

Open our hearts to receive the living waters of God’s justice and peace, and to share it with our
suffering brothers and sisters, all creatures around us, and all creation.

Bless us to walk together with all people of good will so that the many streams of the living waters
of God'’s justice and peace may become a mighty river all over the Earth.

In the name of the One who came to proclaim good news to all creation, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Closing Prayer (A Prayer for our Earth)

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe and

in the smallest of your creatures.

You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.

Pour out upon us the power of your love, that we may protect life and beauty.

Fill us with peace, that we may live as brothers and sisters, harming no one.

O God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and

forgotten of this earth, so precious in your eyes.

Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and not prey on it,

that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction.

Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain at the expense of the poor and the earth.
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be filled with awe and contemplation, to recognize
that we are profoundly united with every creature as we journey towards your infinite light.
We thank you for being with us each day.

Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle for justice, love and peace.

(Concluding prayer of Laudato Si’ by Pope Francis)
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First Week of the Season of Creation — From 3rd September 2023

From the Cross flows justice for all creation
HYMN (Related to the Care of creation)

Begin with an opening hymn, the opening prayer, and the reading of the Scriptures.

OPENING PRAYER: (Laudato Si Prayer)

SUNDAY READINGS: Jer 20, 7-9; Rom 12,1-2; Mtt 16,21-27.

St Paul calls us not to model our behaviour on this world. He proposes a ‘behavioural change.” We cannot go with the
flow, rather be responsible to our Christian obligation to put a stop to environmental destruction. Like Jeremiah we must
be filled with fire, thinking about what is the right relationship that exists between humans and creation. We should be
irrepressible, speak out and correct our actions. Out of the gloom, rises new hope for a just and peaceful world.

Like Jesus, we are called to burn with zeal and renounce the ways of the crowds for the sake of justice and peace,
begin to do better toward creation. Pope Francis in the message for this season urges us to enter the flow of justice,
rather than following those who destroy nature, by changing our lifestyle and advocating for the public policies and
actions that promote care for creation.

If we love Jesus, we will take up our crosses and follow him. Do justice to creation!

REFLECTION FROM LAUDATO Sl (LS)

e LS 8. The Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew has spoken of the need for each of us to repent of the ways that harm
the planet, for “inasmuch as we all generate small ecological damage...” We are called to acknowledge “.... our
contribution, smaller or greater, to the disfigurement and destruction of creation.” ... “to commit a crime against the
natural world is a sin against ourselves and a sin against God.”

e LS 9. As Christians, we are also called “to accept the world as a sacrament of communion, as a way of sharing with
God and our neighbours on a global scale. It is our humble conviction that the divine and the human meet in the
slightest detail in the seamless garment of God’s creation, in the last speck of dust of our planet.”

POSSIBLE ACTIONS FOR JUSTICE FOR CREATION: ADVOCACY

+ Spread the Word; join other Christian denominations, religious and community groups’ campaign and
awareness, advocate for clean environment, and

+ Propose actions that promote the care for creation, advocacy for clean neighbourhood (set a date for Cleaning
the neighbourhood)

+ How can | (we) do to have influence on pollution, waste, and a throwaway culture?

+ What can | (we) do this week in line with the above sharing?

SPONTANEOUS PRAYERS:
Allow time for those who wish to make a petition in prayer on behalf of the group.
Our Father.... Hail Mary...

CLOSING PRAYER: (A Prayer for our earth).
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Second Week of the Season of Creation — From 10th September
2023

Justice is living in harmony with God’s creation

HYMN (Related to the Care of creation)
Begin with an opening hymn, the opening prayer, and the reading of the
Scriptures.

OPENING PRAYER: (Laudato Si Prayer)

SUNDAY READINGS: Ez 33, 7-9; Ps 94, 1-2. 6-7. 8-9. Rom 13, 8-10. Mtt 18, 15-20.

The destruction and wicked behaviour toward creation, is ecological sin, says Pope Francis. In the face of a stubborn
evil behaviour, Ezekiel commands us to admonish the wicked in this regard. This is not an easy task, we could easily be
faced with having to forgive to forget, and getting tired and blind from seeing the evil that continues to happen.

The good news in this season of Creation is that there is a cure. Jesus teaches us to speak the truth in love for the
greater good. The destiny of all creation is bound up with the mystery of Christ (LS 99). We owe no one anything,
except to love one another for he who loves his neighbour has fulfilled the law. “The ultimate tragedy is not the
oppression and cruelty by the bad people but the silence over that by the good people.” (Dr Martin Luther King Jr). The
season of Creation offers us an opportunity to reflect on the continuous sin and take just actions to care for creation. We
are called to be watchmen and watchwomen of our common home.

REFLECTION FROM LAUDATO Sl (LS)

e We must acknowledge that our environment is severely damaged by greedy and fear to stand up: the world is
becoming ridiculously hot, the devastating floods even in our own country, poverty and filth destroying our
surrounding. We are not living in right and just with creation.

e However, the cry of the earth and cry of the poor has not sunk into our hearts. We are not living in right relationship
with young people who are growing up for “we may be well leaving to the coming generations, debris, desolation and
filth” (LS 161).

e Humanity is called to recognize the need for changes of lifestyle, production, and consumption, to combat this
warming or at least the human causes which produce or aggravate it.” The climate is a common good, belonging to
all and meant for all (LS 23).

e The climate crisis is deeply a spiritual crisis. This demands our Christian efforts to evaluate the status of our
environment, renew a childlike sense of awe, wonder and beauty of God’s gift (Archbishop Dermot Farrell).

o LS 25...there is widespread indifference to ...suffering, which is even now taking place throughout the world. Our
lack of response to these tragedies involving our brothers and sisters points to the loss of that sense of
responsibility for our fellow men and women upon which all civil society is founded.

POSSIBLE ACTIONS FOR JUSTICE FOR CREATION: ADVOCACY
+ Identify a spot to negotiated for a natural park or hiking trail.
+ Approach local political leader for services and transformation for environment.
4+ Organize a community clean up.
4 What can | (we) do this week in line with the above sharing?

SPONTANEOUS PRAYERS:
Allow time for those who wish to make a petition in prayer on behalf of the group.
Our Father.... Hail Mary...

CLOSING PRAYER: (A Prayer for our Earth).
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Third Week of the Season of Creation - From 17t September 2023
DonT LET ANYONE
“Don’t toss, but bin it!” Justice to creation 2

HYMN (Related to the Care of creation)
Begin with an opening hymn, the opening prayer, and the reading of the Scriptures.

OPENING PRAYER: (Laudato Si Prayer) Trasit Our PLaNET

SUNDAY READINGS: Sir 27, 33-28, 9; Rom 14, 7-9. Mtt 18, 21-35.

Political powers are at ease with countering pollution. There is the dumping of fossil fuels, especially oil and coal lying
somewhere in our surroundings, which needs to be collected and replaced without delay... (LS 165). We must enter
dialogue with all stakeholders, where the powerful suppress the poor and take advantage of them, even silence the
helpless voice of the poor as a precautionary principle (LS 183). The Lord calls us to follow his example, “be kind and
merciful, slow to anger, and rich in compassion” (Ps 145,8-9).

The forgiving king is teaching something that the now-free-from debt servant fails to grasp. We grow in blessings by
being a blessing to others. We must recognise that an ecological debt is always connected to commercial imbalances
with effects on the environment (LS 151), especially where barely think that the very gifts are to be shared with others,
especially with the poor. It is quite easy to get the message and miss the meaning.

REFLECTION FROM LAUDATO SI

¢ In this season of Creation, we are invited to notice how our hearts may be trapped in seeing all things coming our
way, trapped in fear and greed. We are called to personal and communal conversion.

e “Don’t toss, but bin it” is a good habit that must be employed by all.

o Pope Francis says, “in effect, there is a clear link between the protection of nature and the building of a just and
equitable social order. There can be no renewal of our relationship with nature, without a renewal of humanity itself’
(Address at President Uhuru Kenyatta’s State House, Nairobi, Kenya, Nov. 26, 2015)

e LS 43. “Human beings too are creatures of this world, enjoying a right to life and happiness, and endowed with
unique dignity. So, we cannot fail to consider the effects on people’s lives of environmental deterioration, current
models of development and the throwaway culture.”

e The call for change on humanity. Be the change to inspire change. “When you let your light shines, you
automatically let others do the same” (Marianne Williamson).

POSSIBLE ACTIONS FOR JUSTICE FOR CREATION: ADVOCACY
+ Set up a recycling corner, use peels and food waste for compost, recycle kitchen water for watering.
+ Encourage, launch, or promote communities (physical and virtual) that practice refuse, reduce, reusing,
repurposing, and revamping of goods.
+ Bin It. Do Not Toss It — Do Not Litter!
+ What can | (we) do this week in line with the above sharing?

SPONTANEOUS PRAYERS:
Allow time for those who wish to make a petition in prayer on behalf of the group.
Our Father.... Hail Mary...

CLOSING PRAYER: (A Prayer for our Earth).
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Fourth Week of the Season of Creation — From 24th September : e [ A
2023 s P

Just dealing with God’s creation

HYMN (Related to the Care of creation)
Begin with an opening hymn, the opening prayer, and the reading of the
Scriptures.

OPENING PRAYER: (Laudato Si Prayer)

SUNDAY READINGS: Is 55: 6-9. Phil 1: 20c-24. 27a. Mt 20: 1-16a.

The interpretation of this gospel passage is that God is the landowner, and we are workers in God’s vineyard (earth). In
this Season of Creation, we are called to care for the land, to ‘ill it and to keep it’ (Gen 2:15). In this context we are
stewards, carers of creation. We are invited to reflect on the responsibility of mutual responsibility with the earth to bring
the fruit for our sustenance, which directly means, productivity depends on how care and protect the land for present
and future generations.

St. Paul says, we are often caught in the dilemma, yet this should not be our rule. Our measure should be Christ and his
vision for us all; Love God and neighbour must be our motto for the improvement of the quality of life for all. As
Christian, should we behave in a way that is worthy of the Gospel of Christ.

We must consider the poor who work the land and cannot afford to buy what is reaped. We must reflect on the human
crisis that the richer get richer, the poor get shuffled into the dungeon of poverty.

REFLECTION FROM LAUDATO SI (LS)

¢ Income should not be the measure between landowner and labourers. We must all work to transform the garden as
Stewards responsible over God'’s creation on behalf of the loving Creator (LS 67-f).

e Pope Francis invites us to think boldly for justice and peace to flow. He advocates for the ‘cry of the poor and the
earth.” He advocates for the universe as ‘our common home’ and the fruit/benefit as ‘our common destiny’ (LS 93).

e LS 30 The imbalance of inequality in the world today where “might is right” (LS 82) ....resources end up in the
hands of the .... most powerful: the winner takes all. Completely at odds with this model are the ideals of harmony,
justice, fraternity, and peace as proposed by Jesus.

POSSIBLE ACTIONS FOR JUSTICE FOR CREATION: ADVOCACY
+ Cut 2It plastic containers or use old tyres, fill with soil, and make a pot plant or start a vegetable garden.
+ Promote the practice of regenerative agriculture.
+ Restore areas that have been eroded through over grazing and non-conservation-oriented development.
+ What can | (we) do this week in line with the above sharing?

SPONTANEOUS PRAYERS:
Allow time for those who wish to make a petition in prayer on behalf of the group.
Our Father.... Hail Mary...

CLOSING PRAYER: (A Prayer for our Earth).
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Final Week of the Season of Creation — From 1st October 2023

Justice to creation is the fulfilment of God’s Will

HYMN (Related to the Care of creation): Begin with an opening hymn, the opening
prayer, and the reading of the Scriptures.

OPENING PRAYER: (Laudato Si Prayer)

SUNDAY READINGS: Ez. 18, 25-28. Phil 2, 1-11 (or 2, 1-5). Mtt 21, 28-32.

The whole Season of Creation is inspired by the words of the Prophet Amos; “let justice and peace flow (5:24). As
Christians are called to join the river of justice and peace, to accept the issue of climate and ecological justice, and to
speak for the voiceless. As we end this season of Creation, the question of Jesus becomes particularly important
“Which one did the Father’s will? We cannot afford to be bystanders and watch the plight of creation.

Prophet Ezekiel cautions us, that we can no longer say, that the crisis we face is because the Lord is unjust. Our actions
are unjust, we have abandoned one interconnectedness and harmony of God’s creation. St. Paul says, “nothing in us
must be against Christ, being of a single mind, one in love, one in heart and one in mind. Do all things in humility for the
glory of God that is to be revealed at the end of time” (Phil 2,4-5).

Whose voice will you listen? What are you going to do? The Psalmist sings: ‘guide me in your truth and teach me; for
you are the God of my salvation” (Ps 25,5).

REFLECTION FROM LAUDATO SI (LS)

e Pope Francis’s message: “Truly, much can be done” (LS 180), provided we come together like so many streams,
brooks, and rivulets, merging finally in a mighty river to irrigate the life of our marvellous planet and our human
family for generations to come.

e “How can we contribute to the mighty river of justice and peace? What can a Christian do to heal our common home
so that it can once again teem with life, where we can all live in peace and harmony together?” (Message of His
Holiness for World Day Prayer for the Care of Creation).

e “Ecological conversion” - we must be resolved to transform our hearts. Ecological education - our lifestyle must
change. Ecological advocacy - the life-giving public policies must be implemented. This modus of ‘ecological
spirituality’ was encouraged by St. John Paul Il to be embraced; “the renewal of our relationship with creation so
that we no longer see it as an object to be exploited but cherish it instead as a sacred gift from our Creator” to be
enjoyed by all (LS 202-215).

POSSIBLE ACTIONS FOR JUSTICE FOR CREATION: ADVOCACY
+ Community activity of planting a tree, or seed Sunday, outdoor prayer service; recite the Canticle of St. Francis
of Assisi
+ Actions should include ensuring equitable access to education for all and promoting human rights, fostering
Laudato Si’ themes within the community, encouraging ecological leadership (students, teachers), and
ecological restoration activities.
+ What can | (we) do this week in line with the above sharing? What change have | made in this Season?

SPONTANEOUS PRAYERS:
Allow time for those who wish to make a petition in prayer on behalf of the group: Our Father.... Hail Mary...

CLOSING PRAYER: (A Prayer for our Earth).

“Live simply so that others may simply live!” -Mahatma Gandhi
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